
The Bahamas Writers  
Summer Institute  

 
In collaboration with  

The College of the Bahamas’ School of English Studies 
 

Application for Admission 
July 8 – July 29, 2012 

 
Deadlines for Admission:  

Early Admission: May 15th – Tuition $400 
Late Admission: June 15th – Tuition $450 

Rolling admission June 15th –July 8th  – Tuition $495 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please check the box to the Craft Workshop to which you are 

applying (you may only apply to one genre per summer): 

  Fiction with Lelawatee Manoo Rahming 

 Memoir with Helen Klonaris 

 Playwriting with Ian G. Strachan 

 Poetry with Marion Bethel 

 Screenwriting with Kareem Mortimer 

NOTE: See below for details on workshop descriptions. 

  Patricia Powell’s Master Class in Fiction (Optional) 

    Patricia Powell’s Master Class in Memoir (Optional) 

NOTE: Each 3-hour master class is an additional $50 per student; 

please add this to the total tuition cost. Master classes are open to the 

public at $100 per class, or $150 for both. 



 
 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Last/First/Middle (Preferred Name) 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Telephone#:______________________________________________________________________ 

Home/Work/Other 

 

E-mail:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Date of Birth: ____ /____ /____   Gender: __________________   

                         Day/Month/Year 

 

Academic Degree(s): 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

                         High School/University/Graduate Programs, etc. 

Current Profession:______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency contact:_________________________________________________________________________       

Name/Relationship/Telephone 

 

 
 



 
NOTE TO ALL APPLICANTS: 

BWSI classes will take place at the College of the Bahamas Michael Eldon Complex during evening 
hours between 6pm and 9pm, with the exception of Patricia Powell's master classes, which will take 
place on Friday, July 27th, and Saturday, 28th from 10am-1pm.  
 
The program opens on Sunday, July 8th, and ends with our Student Reading and After Party on 
Sunday, July 29th. Tuition is $400 if applications are received by May 15th; $450 if received by 
June 15th, and $495 thereafter. A limited number of scholarships are available to applicants whose 
work is of a high standard. Applicants must be 16 or older to apply. 

  

In addition to our program of five craft workshops, we have designed our seminars to allow a focus 
on our three Writers in Community: Patricia Powell, Patrick Rahming and Kareem 

Mortimer. Over the course of three 3-hour seminars with literary scholars Dr. Craig Smith, Assistant 
Professor of English at College of the Bahamas, and Dr. Angelique Nixon, Assistant Professor of 

English at Susquehanna University, students will have the opportunity to read and view their 
works, discuss the prominent themes these works explore, and to prepare themselves and their 

questions for each writer's presentation, providing for even more powerfully engaged writer and 
audience interactions. These seminars are a required part of the program and all participants will 
be asked to attend. 
 
 
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS: 

 
Fiction 

Where do we get our ideas for stories? What makes a story compelling? How do we create characters 
that grab the reader’s attention, and hold on to it till the story’s end? Is the beginning of a story more 
important than the end, or is the middle where the story really lives? What are some techniques that 
writers use to craft a good-good story? A story that stays with the reader long after she puts the book 
down?  In this fiction workshop with writer Lelawatee Manoo Rahming participants will explore the 
elements of short fiction, and ask crucial questions about what and why they write, and how to stay 
creative no matter where they find themselves in life.  
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-9pm) 
 
Memoir 

Writer Carol Christ told us that without stories there is a way in which human beings don’t exist. She 
said it is our stories that make sense of our lives, of the pain and the joy of them, of the struggles we 
have endured and survived, as well as the triumphs that surprised us. But where do we begin when 

writing down our stories? What do we tell and what do we leave out? How do we show and tell the 
events that make up a story? And how does the writing down of our stories give us more insight into 
who we are? In this workshop with writer Helen Klonaris participants will explore their untold 
stories and find the tools necessary for turning them into the true-true stories that help us make sense 
of who we are, and that call us to celebrate who we have become. 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-9pm) 
 
Playwriting 

Drama is about conflict.  If there's no conflict people aren't watching or interested.  The conflict or 
conflicts must enliven every scene.  People have goals in life, they have desires, they have beliefs.  



When these desires and goals and beliefs oppose the desires and goals and beliefs of others, we have 
conflict.  We have forbidden love, we have oppression, we have crime, we have manipulation, we 
have Drama.  When people face obstacles that stand in the way of their desires, they must devise 
strategies to surmount them.  The greater the obstacles, the more intense and demanding the 
strategies, the more compelling the Drama. A lone, unarmed prison officer tries to prevent a surprise 
prison break that is well planned, involves armed prisoners who are prepared to kill anyone in their 
way and corrupt officers who have been paid to turn a blind eye: Drama. Playwright Ian G. Strachan 
shares his wisdom and skills in this craft workshop. 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-9pm) 
 
Poetry 

Helen Vendler states that “Selves come with a history: souls are independent of time and space.  The 
virtues of lyric are all summoned to give a voice to the “soul” – the self when it is alone with itself, 
when its socially constructed characteristics (race, class, color, gender, sexuality) are felt to be in 
abeyance”.  In this workshop with prize winning poet Marion Bethel, participants will explore the 
spontaneity, intensity, rhythm, circumstance, awakening, pang & urgency of a poem.  Participants 

will address subjects such as: why we write poetry; the relationship between compression, a 
significant characteristic of poetry, and the soul; the social function of poetry; and poetry, nation and 
the imagination.  Participants will give voice to their own souls through writing and revising several 
of their own poems.  Participants will also do specific craft exercises in class, critique the poems of 
other participants and engage in discussion of essays on poetry written by poets. Participants will 
also read & discuss the poetry of Bahamian, Caribbean & other authors. 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-9pm) 
 
Screenwriting 

The movie making process is a most collaborative one. It's one that begins, and ends, with a great 
story in the hands of a capable screenwriter. This is why it’s said in Hollywood that "writing is 
rewriting". It's a fact well understood by everyone from the Hollywood executive, to the 
cinematographer, to the actor. What's most interesting about the cinema is that it combines fiction, 
non-fiction, photography, theater, music, and every other storytelling medium imaginable, 
miraculously, into one storytelling medium. For those of you who have an interest in storytelling 
through film, bring your ideas, passion, and vision (whatever your background may be) for 
storytelling as award winning screenwriter and filmmaker Kareem Mortimer will give you the tools 
in this workshop to craft it into a great screenplay. 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-9pm) 
 
 
ADDITIONAL APPLICATION MATERIALS: 

In addition to filling out this application, please submit 1. A 1-page personal statement telling us why 
you write and how this program can serve you, and 2. A writing sample: 
nonfiction/fiction/drama/screenwriting: 3-7 pages; poetry: 5-10 pages. All written work should be 
typed, 12pt font, double-spaced (with the exception of plays and screenplays). Include your name on 
each page of your statement and writing sample. (NOTE: If you feel you do not have a writing 
sample of the length described above, send us what you do have. We want to see how and what you 
write. Applicants who have participated in previous years are not required to send in writing 
samples.) 
 
 



FINANCIAL AID:  

A limited number of merit-based scholarships are available. Please include a brief statement 
requesting partial or complete funding, as is appropriate to your financial situation. 
 
 
 

Send your completed application  
and additional application materials (personal statement, writing sample, and financial aid request) 

to bahawsi@yahoo.com or mail hard copy to  
Bahamas Writers Summer Institute, P.O. Box N-1026, Nassau, Bahamas. You may call us at 242- 325-0342. 

All checks should be made out to Bahamas Writers Summer Institute  
and mailed to the above address. 

mailto:bahawsi@yahoo.com

